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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL SSTIMATES

13 August 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ESTIMATES STAFF
FROM: Chief, Estimates Staff
SUBJECT: Initiation of NIE-42

: The National Estimates Board has approved initiation
of a National Intelligence Estimate (NIE-L2) on "The Current
Situation in Albanla, with Particular Reference to Greek,
Yugoslav and Italian Interssts and Pretensions.” This
estimate supersedes Staff Planning Project No. 21, cancelled
10 August 1951.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENGCY
FFICE OF NATICNAL ESTIMATES

26 July 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAL ESTIMATES BOARD
Vik: Chief, Estimates Staff

rnose |

SUBJEGT: Plenning Froject #21 "The Current Situaifion in Albanie,
vith Partdculer Reference to Gresk, Yugoslev end Itallan
Interests end FProtensions”

1. Attashed ave dreaft terms of refovence for Mlanning Frojest
" #21., There sre soversl aspects to this problem which the Boand should
probably consider befors deciding upon the action to be teken om this
gubjest, 25X1X4A

3, The problem, by its neture, has to be cousgldered in acmewha’
artifictal terms, Conflieting Yugoslav, OGrack and Jtallen interests
in Albenis would only bucomo ecritdesl im the event of Hoxha®s fall
frem power, and most cbssrvers sgree that there is 1ittle immsdiate
prospect of this, The problem is matier of curwent someoru, howsver,
in that wstual suspleions, even at the presant stage, could be an '
cbestacie to a coordinatad defonse effort, Although no substantlial
steps have been telwn toward the coordination of Yugoalav, Italien
end Creck militery plams, this is a loglcal step in the Weatern
deferise offort and sn intelligence study sush ag this might well be
of compldersbleo valus ia that commection,

4o A key factor in the Albanlan resistsnse problem is the
attitude of Yugoslavia, Ap indicated in Staff Msmworandum 89, Woslarn
cbservers in Belgrade do not amticipote any early Yugoslasv attempt to
develop a pro=Tito wovenent in Albanis, largely for fear of inviting
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Soviet or satellite intervention, Should Western and Yugoslav

develop as plamied, however, reducing the Soviet threat
in Southeastern Europe, 74to oan hardly be expested to continue to
refrain from efforts to orlent Albsnia towards Yugoslavia. In the
interim period, it would ohviously be to U,S, advantage for Yugoe
slavia, Greece and Italy to reach some understanding with regard to
Albania, An intelligencc estimate of the situation might emphasise
this desirability to the policy plamera,

5, We have limited this project to a consideration of Greesk,
Italian and Yugoslev intorests as they relate to Western security
end have excluded considoration of Soviet reasction %o possible
developments in Albania, This was dome in the bellef that considers-
tion of the Soviet reaction would require the examination of broeder
problems which might obscure the question of possible conflicts of
interest among Yugoslavia, Greoce and Italy and their bearing on
Wagtern defense planning for the Mediterranean,

6, Tt is recommondad that this project be scheaduled as an
NIE and also that OFG be requested to partiolpate,

25X1A9a
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CENTRAL I

NTELLIGENCE AGENCX

OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

26 July 1951

SUBJROT: Flamning Froject #2L: THE CURRENT SITUATION IN
AIBANTA

WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO GREEK,
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interegts in.Albanle conflict, and to asssss the significance of

mﬂioting interests

as cbatacles to the effestive defaonse of

Scoutheastern Eurcpe end the Moditerreneen,

SCOFE

This project should examina the stability of the Haxha regime
in Albenis, the gtrength of its ties with the Soviet Union, and

the nature snd extertd

of registance activitios within Albania.

The pbssiblo sponsorship of such activity by Tugoslavia, Italy

andarmshmﬂdbammmdthedagmotowhich-thsinmts

of thoce thres countries conflict sheuld be evalnated, Tho signie-
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f1osmoe of such conflioting interests as cbetecles to the
oreation of an effective dofense of Scutheastorn Burope and the
Medlterremeen should be assesssd A) on the asmupiion that the

Hoxhs regime remains in power, andB)mthaaamﬂ.mthatfhe
Hoxha regime is overthroum,

A, Is the Hexha regimwe firmly egtabliched politically?
1, Arethmwaimﬂcmtdiviaionamgthetop
| -Mrahip?
2. Aza the police end armed forces under firm politdeal
control?
B, To vhat extent doep the regime’s existence depend
Soviet support?
1, What Soviet support end direction is necessary
and how much is being provided?
2, What mil{tary or political agreements exist between
Albania and the USSR or the other satellites?
. C, What resistance to the regime exisis end how offeetive
is 112
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1. Vhat specific resigtance groups exist and vhat
are their methods of operation?
2, Is there coopereticn betwesn resistance groups?
3, Vhat are the politicel gonls of variocus resistance
groupa?
" 4, Vbat is the relationship botuesn rosistence
grmpainmmiamdemdgremovmmtamnﬂy,
ST B Gresce or Yugoslevia snd vhat is the extent of
supnort provided by those thres governments?

. A, What is the historical background of the interests
| of thess three comiries in Albanis?
B, lhat kind of a solution to the A]hanim problem
would each of thege countries desire?
':ﬂ:. To vhat oxtsat would each of these three commiries
compromise in the 4nterests of obtaining a mbtually
- agreed golution?

1, What affect do such conflicts have on relations
batwren the three countries?
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2., Are guch confliots of interest or mutual
sus:pici.cn cbatacles to effective political
and military cooperstion among the three

couniries?

A, Uhat is the degres and nature of cooperation betwesn

Italy, Yugoslavia snd Gresce desireble for offective
defonse of this area?l

B, 'hat ateps, if axy, are cwrrontly being taken to
coordinate the defense plans of these countries?

G, What affect does Albania in hostlle hands have on the
defénaive plans of cach country? _

D, To what axtent do the mteméts apd pretensions of
the thres countries in Albania influence their

m1itary planning and to what extent does this
complicate the development of a coordinated defenae?
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Ao In the “event of t.he mrt&mow oi."the Hoxha regime, how
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A

actively would each of the thres countrios attampt to
influomce the nature of the regime to follow?

" 1, Would such astivity be likely to result in opan

B,

C.

hostllities among any of the threo countries?

2, m.mmttrmds,ﬂhatbmldbeﬂmmm&

| the most probable guccessor regime?

What changes in the relations of the thres comntriea

would be oaused by the replasament of tho Hoxha regime?

1. Vhat changes in the military plams of each comixy
would be necensitataed by such an event?

2, Would such changes facilitate or cbstruot the
development of military snd politieal cooperation
smong the three countrise? |

What would be the effeet of a change in the Albsnisn

regime on the prospects for the development of en

effagtive coordinated defenpe of Southeastern Burops
and the }Msditerrancan?
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